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WestFest is festival held annually at Centennial Park in West Valley City. The city holds the 

festival to promote and celebrate the diverse ethnicity of its citizens. It will run from June 21 to 

June 24.  

The festival kicked off with a Family 5k Fun Run. Crystal Ellis, and attendee of this event, had 

only good things to say about the event. 

“It is a great way for me to get my grandchildren outside and exercising, all while having fun!” 

After the fun run, many of the vendors and attractions opened for business. Many vendors from 

across the state have setup at this event in hope of selling their product. One of these vendors, 

Marcell Lopez, had a booth where he was selling produce from his small farm in Cache County. 

“Festivals like this are help me out financially. They allow me to easily sell the produce to 

people who want it. Without festivals like these, I might not be able to use my farm as my source 

of income.” 

The products that these vendors ranges from produce, to items that are ethnically significant to 

people, this festival truly allows for the celebration of diversity, as it was intended to. 

Later in the evening, one can hear the sounds of children laughing and the mechanical clinking 

of the many carnival rides. Throughout the park, you can see many couples attending the event 

as a date-night.  

One couple, Andrea Dockery and Travis Hymas, walked the park riding the festival rides and 

browsing the many vendor booths. 

“The festival gives us a chance to have a different kind of date-night.” Hymas said, “It also gives 

us the ability to embrace the heritage of our community.” 

A short walk from the rides, the West Valley Police Department is doing K-9 Unit 

demonstrations. Many people watch as they police officers command the dog to do many tricks, 

and take down an officer in a foam suit. 

Early the following morning, people line the streets. The annual WestFest parade roles through 

the street, presenting floats and acts, not only from West Valley City, but from throughout 

surrounding cities, including Kearns, Taylorsville, Magna and West Jordan.  



The parade demonstrates the immense diversity of community. Acts from the Latino, Pacific 

Islander, Asian and Native American populous were all presented. Local high schools also had 

acts in the parade. 

After the parade, the festival came to life as it had the day before. Marcell Lopez was once again 

present as a vendor. 

“This festival was beyond my wildest expectation. I sold more than half of all of my stock in just 

one day. I feel as though this community has embraced me and my products, so I think I’ll be 

making the trip down here more often.” Lopez said. 

Lopez’s sentiments could be felt throughout the festival by the increased amount of vendors from 

the day earlier. 

WestFest is a great way to embrace the diversity of Utah, and to have fun in a festival setting. 

WestFest runs from June 21 through June 24, admission is free to the public. Centennial Park is 

located at 5415 West 3100 South. 


